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Professional XHTML Navigation Example:

<ul id="nav">

    <li><a href="home.htm">Home Page</a></li>

    <li><a href="about.htm">About Me</a></li>

    <li><a href="photos.htm">Photos</a></li>

    <li><a href="videos.htm">Videos</a></li>

    <li><a href="contact.htm">Contact Us</a></li>

</ul>

CSS you might want to apply to this to make it pretty:

#nav li {


display: inline;



// Display horizontally not vertically.


list-style-type: none;


// Bullet points OFF.
margin: 0 10px;
// Put a left and right margin of 10px (20px between each list item (link).
}

#nav a {


color: #FF0000;



// RED links.


border: 1px solid #000;


// Black border around links.


padding: 2px;



// Pad out the text.

}

#nav a:hover {


color: #0000FF;



// Make links BLUE on hover.

}

This is basically a layout concept I created using autoshapes in word... How would you create this on a webpage?
Well the starting point would be to work outwards and the in: so create a wrapper div:

<div id=”wrapper”>
</div>

Then why not apply this CSS to it?


#wrapper {

border: 1px solid #000;

// black border so we can see it.
width: 900px;


// Sets a fixed width.
min-height:  600px;

// Set a minimum height so we can see the div.
margin: 0 auto;
// no margin above and below, automatic margin left and right = centred.
padding: 10px;
// 10px between the border and the content.

}

Now we want to be thinking about what to put within? So how about creating divs to represent them (even if divs aren’t what you’ll be finally using).

<div id=”wrapper”>

<div id=”header”>

</div>

<div id=”main”>

<div id=”main_left”>

</div>

<div id=”right_pane”>

</div>

<div style=”clear: both;”></div>
// This is to make sure the wrapper stretches all the way down over the left and right boxes

</div>


</div>

With some basic math you can now work out what widths and suchlike need to be applied into the CSS of these divs.
The width of wrapper is 900px, but there is also 10px of padding... meaning the content must be a max of 880px.

So the header is easy, width of 880px.

The main_left and right_pane boxes can have their width defined by you, as long as their width + padding + margins add up to no more than 880px; then you’re set!

To make the main_left and right_pane go next to each other, use the float: left; CSS attribute.
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