jQuery: write less, do more.
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Google Define:
jQuery is a lightweight JavaScript library that emphasizes interaction between JavaScript and HTML.

Laments Terms:
You can make stuff animate, look pretty and function better with it.

Examples:

You can find several examples of use of jQuery on my website:

· On the homepage; scroll down and click the expand arrows on the Last.fm & Flickr modules on the right of the screen.

· On the portfolio page, the way the websites fade in and out when you click them.

· On any textarea on my site (contact page, blog/pal comments), notice how the textarea expands as you type.

· The new ratings feature I added to the PAL section last week, that whole thing is a simple jQuery plugin called Simple Rater.

Something to note:

If you want to develop well, it’s imperative that you design so that the JavaScript and jQuery you use isn’t REQUIRED. Things like jQuery of course improve the user experience, but if a user has chosen to disable JavaScript you still want them to be able to browse your site.

Getting Started

1. Get jQuery
http://www.jquery.com
You’re not going to be editing jQuery directly, so just get the ‘min’ version, it has been compressed to increase download time, and cannot be read easily by humans.

2. Add it to your page

<script type="text/javascript" src="jquery-1.3.1.min.js"></script>

You should know this by now :P make sure the ‘src’ is pointing to the right place.
3. Have a play with Slide & Fade functions

jQuery is implemented extremely easily. Try creative a hyperlink, don’t set a ‘href’ instead use the ‘onclick’ attribute (which calls a JavaScript function) and within it put:
$("NAME OF A CLASS OR ID").slideUp("slow");

Make sure the class or ID exists on the page :P you can basically put any CSS selector between the quotes, e.g. “#nav li a” would work fine and animate all the hyperlinks within your navigation list.

Other functions to try:

slideDown, slideToggle, fadeIn, fadeOut – You can find a full list of effect functions at: http://docs.jquery.com/Effects
4. jQuery Plugins

So you’re getting to grips with jQuery? Want to do more?

There are hundreds of jQuery plugins, developed by user from all around the world. I mentioned some at the introduction, why not try implementing them

A good one to start you off would be the simple prettycomments plugin:
http://www.no-margin-for-errors.com/projects/prettyComments
You’ll need to add the plugin just like you did jQuery, and then call it on load- jQuery also has a function for this, which you’ll end up using when doing most things with jQuery:

$(function() {


$('textarea').prettyComments();

});

That’s it, that’s all you need to write yourself, it simply says to jQuery- for all textareas on the page, run the prettyComments plugin; which basically makes the textarea extend as the user is typing.

If you’re using more than one plugin such as me, simply add a second line; the current JavaScript I’m running on my site is:

$(function() {


$('a.lightbox').lightBox();


$('textarea').prettyComments();

});

I’m using the Lightbox jQuery plugin (normal LightBox stops working when you have jQuery on your site) as well as prettycomments.


There are plenty of jQuery plugins to play with at http://plugins.jquery.com
Why not have a look there and try some out. Alternatively whip out Google and look for some examples.
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